HSRCA Autumn Event
Wakefield Park
20-21 March 2021

The HSRCA again organised their autumn event at Wakefield Park, and it became clear that it would
be an event dominated by our smaller, nimbler cars — four and six cylinders were fashionable.

The weather was quite unkind, with record rains being recorded along the eastern coast, and while
Wakefield Park did not see record rain as it was on the fringe of this major “rain bomb”, this did not
stop heavy precipitation at the track and rather windy conditions.

Many HTCA NSW competitors brought their families to the event, not only so that they could
witness the racing, but also to enable them to have family huddle-ups in the garages and carports,
trying to keep warm.

A total of 18 competitors lined up for qualifying on Saturday morning, with an even split between
Group Nb and Group Nc, and it became very clear that those who had spent the COVID break
focussing on their own driving performance and matters mechanical, this homework was going to
pay off.

It was very encouraging to see that 10 HTCA NSW competitors braved the conditions at Wakefield
Park to attend this event. Even Geoff Rose called on his Holden Torana GTR XU-1 to participate in
Regularity events on this weekend — perhaps Geoff is readying himself for real competition in 20217?

This was the HTCA NSW’s first run with our approved sponsors for 2021, Paynter Dixon and Castrol,
and all HTCA NSW competitors adorned their vehicles with the appropriate signs on their
windscreens and doors.

Qualifying

All 10 HTCA NSW members qualified within the 130% rule, and David Noakes Jnr in his immaculate
Ford Escort RS1600 recorded the fastest lap of qualifying, with a 1:23:6302. He was closely followed
by Peter Ferguson, in his Ford Lotus Cortina Mark 1, with a 1:24:2569. Noel Roberts, (who has also
attended closely to the state of readiness for racing of his Holden Torana GTR XU-1), posted a
respectable qualifying time of 1:28:2782. Will Colton (Ford Lotus Cortina) posted a 1:28:7324, Craig
McLatchey (Alfa Romeo GTV 2000) a 1:29:9104, the evergreen Chris Dubois (Ford Escort) a
1:31:3002, Hugh Zochling (Holden Torana GTR XU-1) a 1:31:8374, Stephen Page (BMW 2002) a
1:32:9597, Rod Wallace (Holden Torana GTR XU-1) a 1:40:9257 and Mike Walsh (Ford Cortina GT) a
1:47:6930.

Race 1.

Race 1, with 18 competitors, saw David Noakes Jnr take the chequered flag, with Peter Ferguson
some eight seconds in arrears to secure second place. Will Colton achieved 7t place, Stephen Page
8™ Noel Roberts 9%, after receiving a 5 second penalty, Craig McLatchey 10", Hugh Zochling 12,
and Rod Wallace 15™.

Chris Dubois recorded a DNF, after another competitor assisted him off the track to inspect the
gravel trap on turn 2. Mike Walsh was also a DNF. He discovered that only half his camshaft was
working. That called an end to Mike’s weekend.



Race 2.

Race 2 saw 15 competitors line up, and again, David Noakes Jnr recorded the win. Peter Ferguson
again took second place, and Noel Roberts elevated himself to third place. Stephen Page came in

8™, Craig McLatchey 9™, Hugh Zochling 10™, Chris Dubois 11", and Rod Wallace 14™". Lap times for
race 2 were slower than Race 1, reflecting harder weather conditions at Wakefield Park.

Non BMC Challenge Race.

A non-BMC Challenge race was then conducted on Sunday morning. The starting grid order was
determined based on qualifying times. HTCA NSW competitors filled all places, in the following
order:

David Noakes - Ford Escort RS1600

Peter Ferguson - Ford Lotus Cortina
Stephen Page - BMW 2002

Noel Roberts - Holden Torana XU1

Will Colton- Ford Lotus Cortina 1

Craig McLatchey - Alfa Romeo GTV 2000
Hugh Zochling - Holden Torana GTR XU-1
Chris Dubois - Ford Escort

Rod Wallace - Holden Torana XU1.
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Race 3.
In under two hours after the completion of the Non BMC event, Race 3 was then conducted. The
starting grid was set according to the Race 2 finish order. Results were:

David Noakes - Ford Escort RS1600 — despite a 5 second penalty for a jump start
Peter Ferguson - Ford Lotus Cortina

Noel Roberts - Holden Torana XU1

Stephen Page - BMW 2002

Craig McLatchey - Alfa Romeo GTV 2000

Will Colton- Ford Lotus Cortina 1

. Chris Dubois - Ford Escort

10. Hugh Zochling - Holden Torana GTR XU-1

11. Rod Wallace - Holden Torana XU1.
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Race 4.
The final race of the event for Group N was conducted in heavy rain conditions and was for the
diehards. Lap times reflected the conditions.

Seven competitors entered and all finished, with Stephen Page setting the fasted lap record in this
race - 1:24.6966.

The order of completion was:

1. David Noakes - Ford Escort RS1600
Stephen Page - BMW 2002
Noel Roberts - Holden Torana GTR XU-1
Peter Ferguson - Ford Lotus Cortina
Craig McLatchey - Alfa Romeo GTV 2000
Chris Dubois - Ford Escort 1971
Hubert Zochling - Holden Torana GTR XU-1
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Trophies.
Race 2 was determined as the Trophy Race for the weekend and awards went as follows:

Group Nb First Place Peter Ferguson
Group Nb Second Place Will Colton
Group Nc First Place David Noakes Jnr
Group Nc Second Place Noel Roberts
Group Nc Third Place Stephen Page

All'in all, the weekend was enjoyed. While the track was very slippery, there was no contact
between cars, and everyone except our vice President had at least one of more “offs” or loses over
the five races that were competed in.

Two other highlights to mention were that Will Colton’s “new” Ford Cortina ran faultlessly all
weekend and Chris Dubois picked up the HSCRA “Best Presented” award. In his own words, Chris
indicated that he may not be fast, but he always looks pretty!!!
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