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[y 5TH CATEGORY - HISTORIC RACING

GROUP Na

APPROVED VEHICLE SPECIFICATION

This torm details the approved spesification of individual vehicle mocels in the Na production saloen car group.
To be issued with an Historic log bock, cars need to comply with these specifications. the physical appearance sl
Inthe itlustrations and the general historic rules as cetaied In the current CAMS manual,

Make of car: AUSTIN Model: A90, AS5, A105

Period of original manufacture: AS0 1954-56, AS5 1 956-58, A105 1956-60
CAMS Historic group: Na

Date of issue of this Document: 2/05/c5




SECTION 1 - CHASSIS
1.1 CHASSIS FRAME

Description : UNITARY CONSTRUCTION

Manufacturer : AUSTIN Period of manufactue: 1954-680
Chassis nos. from : to:

Chassis no. location : FIREWALL

Material : MILD STEEL

COMMENTS : NIL

1.2 FRONT SUSPENSION

Description : IFS TWIN WISHBONES
Spring medium : coiL
Damper type : GIRLING LEVER
Anti-sway bar NO
Suspension adjustable NO

" COMMENTS : ANTI SWAY BAR ALLOWED

Adjustable NVA
Adjustable N/A
Method : NIA

RIDE HEIGHT AND SPRING RATE FREE

“1.3 REAR SUSPENSION

SERVOC ALLOWED

Description : LIVE AXLE
Spring medium SEMI ELLIPTIC LEAF
Damper type : GIRLING LEVER Adjustable ; NO
Anti-sway bar . YES Adjustable NO
Suspension adjustable NO Method : N/A
COMMENTS RIDE HEIGHT AND SPRING RATE FREE
1.4 STEERING
Type: WORM & PEG Maks© BMC
COMMENTS : NIL
1.5 BRAKES
Front Rear
Type : DRUM DRUM
Dimensions | 44" 44"
Mzterial of drum : CAST IRON CAST IRON
No. cyls per wheel : 2(2L8) 1(SINGLE L8)
Actuation ; HYDRAULIC HYDRAULIC
Caliper; Make, Material, Type : N/A NIA
Master cyl make ; GIRLING Type: SINGLE
Adjustable bias : NO
Serva fitted : NO
COMMENTS : TANDEM WCYL ALLOWED



SECTION 2 - ENGINE

2.1 ENGINE
Make : AUSTIN
Modei ; A0, ADS, A105
No. cylinders : 6 Confguraticn:  INLINE FOUR stroke.
Cylinder block , materiz CAST IRON
Bore ; original - 79.4 mm Max, allowed ; 80.9 mm
Stroke ; original : 88.9 mm Max allowed 88.9 mm
Capacity ; origiral ; 2639 GC -Max. zllowed 2743 cc
Cooling method : WATER
Identifying marks ;
COMMENTS ! NIL

22 CYLINDER HEAD

Make ! AUSTIN
. No. valves per oyl : 2 Infet: 1 Exhaust 1
No of ports, total ; 12 Inlet: s Exhaust &
No camshafts : 1 Locaticn : BLOCK Drive: CHAIN
Valve actuation : OHV
Spark plugs percyi. ;1
ldentifying marks :
COMMENTS : NIL

2.3 LUBRICATION

Method : WET Sume
Oil cooler standard: NO Location N/A
COMMENTS - OIL COCLER ALLOWED

2.4 IGNITION SYSTEM

Type : DISTRIBUTER AND COIL Make: Lucas
COMMENTS : NIL

2.5 FUEL SYSTEM

Carburettor ; Make | A90, A95:ZENITH  Mode! No. . 1
Siza: at105:su Modal : Ha No, | 2
Fuel injection ; Make | NO Type: wra
Supercharged : NO Type: NA
Make :  wA Drive: NA
COMMENTS - 3 X SU CARBURETTORS ALLOWED

THROAT SZE UNRESTRICTED



SECTION 3 - TRANSMISSION

3.1 CLUTCH

Make !

No. of plates :
Actustion ;
COMMENTS .

3.2 TRANSMISSION

Make -

Case material ;

No. forward speeds :
Gearbox location !
Identifying marks :
COMMENTS :

33 FINAL DRIVE
Make .
Whee! drive method :
Ratig ;
Differential
COMMENTS :

BORC AND BECK Type: A6.G Dia.
1

HYDRAULIC
NIL

AUSTIN Maodel | BMC C SERIES

C.IRON

4 Gearchange Type ! COLUMN CHANGE
BEHIND ENGINE

RATIOS FREE & OVERDRIVE ALLOWED

AUSTIN Model : BMC C SERIES
REAR

FREE Model . BMC C SERIES
RATIOS FREE

3.4 TRANSMISSION SHAFTS ( EXPOSED )

No.
Description :
COMMENTS

1 Locatior : TAILSHAFT
TUBULAR
NIL

3.5 WHEELS AND TYRES

Wheel | type Disc Materia! STEEL
Fixture method : BOLT ON No. studs : 5
Front Rear
Wheel dia. & rim width ; criginal ; 15 x4.5" 15x 4.5"
Aliowed ; 15 x 5° 15x 5"
Tyre section ; original : 640 x 15 640 x 15
Allowed 206 x15 205x15

Aspect ratio, minimum : 65%

COMMENTS :

NIL



SECTION 4 -GENERAL

41 FUEL SYSTEM

Tank location ; FRONT OF BOOT
Fuel pump; type : MECHANICAL
COMMENTS :; NIL

42 ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Voltage : 12
Battery; Iccation ; ENGINE BAY
COMMENTS : NIL
43 BODYWORK
Type . SALOON
No. of seals : 5
COMMENTS : NIL

4.4 DIMENSIONS

Track; front : 1308 mm
Wheelbase: 2665 mm
Dry weaight 1395 Kg
COMMENTS NIL

4.5 SAFETY EQUIPMENT

Capacity, litres :

Make:. Ac

Material
No, doors :

Track, rear

Overall length -

Fire Extinguisher : REQUIRED
Seat belt REQUIRED
Roll bar : REQUIRED
Electrical cut off switch : RECOMMENDED
Safety fuel tank : RECOMMENDED

COMMENTS : NIL

STEEL

1301
4572

66

mm
mam
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AUSTIN'S NEW,
FAST A105

M CSTIX have joized the srewns lat of Brimsh car-
MSACTY-WRO WOt wait (or Lendon's Ucsober mootor
taw 2 lzunch 2 new model,

1ts arae that, in theic ‘caw, the car is not 3o eotrcly
ntw eior: but a Aigh-performaace luxury vessica of the

existing A0 Westmissser,

Ausun sprang the news i Msy, buc warned Beomc
buyers that most of the production woulkd be sarmarked
ar exzor: for the £nc few months

The A103 can hic at least 23 mph, a8 again the top
speed af B9 Moders Metor's tesier obtamed from the
AS0, Mechanicai chaares to the sx-cylinder o.buv. eogine
ayout inciude: y
® Congpremion ratio of 225 10 | {instead of 7.3 to 1),
ebtsined by wsng powny with fisc tops instead of the
sandand concave Crowns
® Twirh SU H¥ carburstory dcsding into a craular ine
ducnon callery cast iategral with the head;
® Modified exhaus srstem with a speeial muffler designed
10 reduce dack-pressure;

@ Dual waive springs 1o prevent valve beuncs,

Wen coanges nave boosted the eneine's ouwpat to
WI bp. at <000 rpom.. fnieac of HY at ¥ To
allow il use of e exira horses witkout timng the
engine on loag runs. 3 Socg-\Warner overdrive unit is
Boted 3 stancard, with a reareaxie ranio of 4.1 o 1 [the
A9 oo iz 391 w 1), Cear sarios are: 13,37, 2.10,
389 iod. third £.12) 2nd £10 to 1 {e.d. sop LE7).

Rozxdoiding kos been improved o masch the exrs

wmsnce by reducdog 50 ovcall belglic of the car
$isantls mere than cze mek.  Thi was dene be firtine
shoeter ¢oil springs w the frome swpension and dteriag
the camb:z of the semi-cllipee rear princs

Stancarc cgquipmert Incledes twin fog lomps wing

mirrors. hooded headlighu, Gumperbar  sverridens,
vacuum-cprrated scress-wasners and a hoarer. The wheels
have wsinieci-tteal dites clorted 10 asist Droke socing and
are thod with waizowall tebelass mywes.  Fimigh offiers a
vanety o iwe-woncs,
. Inside, fremtacar vidth Ras bees mereased by twe
ieches :nd thers's an inch more kg-room for reareat
passeneers. The tack of the split fron: seat houms twao
ashtrays  The dsth s padded aloes the top ard day
irdicaror Lighn :densifc tac main centred knobs a1 night.
Uphodsure 14 leather ever foam lates,

The A103 cwrs masy of ins features to legsons learst
during mees and rollies: it relense @ame ac a Gm: when
mioring ians were talling sbout the perfermancen of a hat
AY0 in ke hands of Ken Wharton, who zot 5 second
plage stainst swens ppowsian in 3 closed-car mca at
Sivermone. The car's dome orice rnaggests it wil cose.

abour E130 more than the ASD in Austealia. " ..
MODERN MOTOR - August 1955
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... this man to try a KENRICH INJECTOR

IN FACT, WHY DONT YOU TRY OME TOO?
A thrifty Kenrich lujector will give you all this:

® Appiwa, (30 wurg s el w Certus v fesemsionn  Engeur
e wil wed, W), u:on;‘.sr cod 19 cxatiy ulm‘:f

) . 1267 AP-MAF 34 .
e Lotger spark-pxz Jie: la O A e b 7 o
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e Trivhle 1nd  efresicn.fofe mpans  efielent corerobien  rz-
Arzence Wo ol  dllutes. gasdiese =f veathes eonticions

(Proved 3y NIRLA. zess g aitnude, -
o AMosiher, eSitier caeme @ IRieezion raie voriake Mo
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¢ Cooler ryaSise. {ewer malve nzllirg snd tewin: hrcome easr

T Valve JiI¢ 11 dogaed AR Yo4r cogme.

A suolity Kencick preducrasby the makers of the fommous “JET.™
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windows, when they acied as quite powerful cxwracters,
Far 3 car in this prics CIISPOrY IDe feir compastment s
well gppointed  The scat i¢ comforiable, with rowm

for three U e cmural folding armrest ts raised  The
cushion hes 3 well-padded roll on its forward edge, and e
bsck res:, pisced ar 2 comiormable angle, gives good sup-
peri. A passenger 4it 2io in hegh: Jound that he was seaisd
canfortabiv, wita adequats leg room. Tae whols of the
floor i3 covered in thick carpe:; the door wrim is aexly
sarried out. These 13 3 wide shell behind the sest, Tae
rear door locks have addizional safery cawches o prevant
themn peing opened by small children. An ashcray is placad
oa the Dack of cach froo: seat, but of such shape as o be
of linle use. A singles ashrray s fioed conuzlly in the facia

panei,
A feature of the A 105 is the sxecdllenr uggage locks:.
Toe kid opens wide and s self-supporting: there & a far

AUSTIN

A.105 (AUTOMATIC)
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Megsurements in these 2in o0 [t scale begy diogrons are takes
wrth the driving s=0t ir tne central posidan 3f firs ond oft

ofjustment aad with the seat Zathioms

PERFCRMANCE

THE AuTtocan, 12 Jovy 1957

flooz, and the cdge & %0 shallow ckmc it is nor dificuir o
life lugpage over. The pewrol tank i separated froem the
locksr oy & bardboard panel, and above the tank is a shelf
to waich s chipped e oot KL 2

Benesth the bonper the amilizrics of the eagise are
reasonably sssessible, sxcept thar the ol level dipstick 1
rather awkwird o rexch, -According o the instrucsca book
there are 10 lubrication pouNs requiring aftention every
L.000 miles.

To suers up, the Austin A 105 &5 3 very lieable, sturdy
zar. It bas @ good carrying Gpacity and, at the ame ime,
is pleasingly compact in difficdd waffic ccaditions where 4
lazge @r caa be an ém It covers long dis-
mnces In an easy way, and sutomatic wansmission
relieves thic deiver of & coasiderable amount of worke Ia
sddition %o it3 ment in the mad condivions of its native
country, it swould appeal w s overacas buyer,

DATA i
PRICE k), with d¢ luss mloon body,
CIIL

Bnosh purtsase tax £436.

Toesl (in Geest Remwing, £1,.307.

Extrar: Rachs £39 74 6d.

ENGINE: Capacity: 433 c.a, {161 cu in)
Numbe: of oyl o, -~
Bere 40d suoke: 79,4 x 49 mem (3135 =35
Yalve gerar Overhoad, pusnsods sod rocker.

EY

Caugrs:um‘ﬂ..Su L
BHP: 107 3¢ 4800 rpm. (BHP. 92 wa
laden 44.9)

Tetque: 42 T fe at 2,400 r.pa,
AP, pes 100 Lpum, U0 Wy gEr, 1995

2 5 27 3 o).
B e T, 33 K 32,
Lacken 35 tewed: 304 owt (3,423 1l
Lb per 2. Bden: 1.3,

BRAXES: Type F, muo-imding shee; R,

lending asd mﬂhs
Mathod of operamon; ¥, hydmulie; 2, b 3
Drum dunssions; F =ud R, lla m
2tia wde,
Liomgarsx: ¥, ¥ eg v, R.9@m(ID s
m per oz laden)
TYRES: 6.50!8ies
Posstiirns (T pav «q wni F, 24 R (normal)
TANX CAPACITY: 14 Imperizl palioes,
Od ssaop: 13} piats.
Cecliag wyusm: 25 pina.
TURNING CIRCLE: ¥t {L and R).
Steering whied paras (lock o k) 34, ~

ACCELERATION: from copsaant speeds.

Gar Baows: Top \dm.-:u‘.fl w i; [oter
mediate (S0 0 SeN 194 0 0N
Reverse |

210 MIPX

DIMENSIONS: Wheelbass: 8t

Tmack T, 4 34in; R, <it 3fin.

Length (sveall 157 Ofin. -~
TRACTIVE RESISTANCE: 40 Lb per wn  Wicts 55!;2-‘;‘

6.9 w0 7.55. TRACTIVE EFFORT:
Speed Rooge: Pull (15 pr roml  Ecuivalens Gadiear SRR CTIRICAL SYSTEM: 12-wig 31 am-
MP.H. Drive Reage Low Range 13 SR .. 1073 1ialsd m‘"m &lo: 42-36 oulb
1050 .. }j & Imtcrmeciate .. 2875 1ig 1.5 Fead ars p; 42-:30 Wt Sulbs.
20—0 ‘ SUSPENSION: Froct, independent, cod
J0—50 - 7. BRARES! speings snd wishbooes, Rear, hadf-<linoe
= . - ?ﬁo";f’w Fodal Fresswe 1) loaf eprimpr. Astiosoll Bur on war axle.
5050 : 1t 35 per cemr 50
605 pes cenr 7 cHoNE Qsﬂma WEATCR =<

Fre nthf’_Mn pears e 2.7 pir semz 100 |

s ot FUEL CONSUMPTION:

30 , 135 203 mp.g. overdl for G20 mes {13.§ Hues

&0 ., 153 per 102

T0 PR % Apgraxumite noroal n&u 175275 mop.g.

80 e = .. 365 16,1103 licrss per 100 kmb |
Sunadisg quarver mile, 2.0 ses. , Premuum grade.
SreEEDS ON GEAKS WEATHER: Drs, susny, slight brezze,

: MPEH XPH Air temperatuse 0 deg F.
(mermral  Accelerstica fgums ire the mesns of wcveral
)} and max) suss in ogpouict Jirections.
Tep .. {menn] M5 1£).4 Trasave md regesacs obeaimed ¥
(best} 963 1 Tenley meter.

Lezerznediaie . 5T S d2 Model described 3 e Adscocar of 12 Ooober,
Lew .. s 20—is 3332 1926, [pemianes

'amouma CORRECTION: M.P.H. s
speedomeses: L0 20 0 w 50 o)
True speect 14 n % £ a7 5

20 30 %
a7 7 37

e
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Superb 6-cylinder
performauce—

amour and dash!

Sli» behind the whesl sf 3 Westminster, open the
throttie and see what this AS0 can dof jts new
f~rlindsr encine delivers all the powver wou can
use — and that litcle bit extra when vou rzally
waat it, It ¢in take vou from Q10 70 mp.h, in
25 seconds flat — and then up to 90 and evond.
Gears are matched for this great perfeemance. In
third vou caa get up te 70 m.p.h. That makes
overtaxing easv. The gear-change svsrere sives

Try someching thrilliny — tadav! Ser vour

A,

g0y,
¥
V.

AUSTIN

WESTMINSTER
A90 ‘six’

switr 2rxl casv changes, but so flexidie is the
engine tiat, in'top, rou con dawdie smocthly at
oniy 10 m.p.h. Drakes are supessefc with over
185 square inche: of braldeg surface, This is a
big. Fase. stvlish ear with fitdings, lines and com-
fore that are in the luxury ciiss. Imported de-duxe
muodcl, with hearer, £1143 plus s, OVEE-
DRIVE s availaizls as an optional exra,

usténe Distziveme or Dealer for a demonstretion drive.

i
.‘f-e-'fe,:',, THE AUSTIN MOTOR CONPANT
L] -

:1"‘[':.'-: CAUSTRALIAY PTT. LTD, A TNIT OF
L -

THE IRITISH MOTOR CORPORATION
(AUSTRALIL PTY. LD,

4
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FRONT or REAR, the

wie  decign s like
thet vf the 450, but
the whole car is bigger
all round. Muck
longer bonvet, chrome
side siripe are main
dissingulahing marks,

The A%0 Westminsrer, bigger
brother to the A50, is
Austin’s bid for the Six marizer

The wide door has i3 cubie fent
of lugrage spuce and is ynepcum.
bered br cnr spare tvre, wiich is
ckroied @ oz rav under 1he tear of
the car. :

Tae peirol Gller pipe has an ex-
termal cip. wmitke thar ¢f the A
Thote who deplore the absence of 3
crankaondle on manvy moders cars
will bec glac 0 fnd coe stoved at
the mde ¢f th= booc.

A wide. curved windscreer and
Arge rear window' give 2004 visi-
piliey alf roued.  Genemai finish is
excellent, bord iaside as€ wui and
the car looks well worta j1s pnce in
everv wayr. Pty adout these inport
cy lona. Y

OO0T is wide but shori. with spare under, Perol DASH rearmbles that of 4350, bar chere are o instrumeny
wmk (s behind the rear wat: filler pipe has is #roups inwead of onn, Engine compartment (belose) is
her, fited g standard,

wn locking exiwnel lid. And loak—g crenkhandie! roomy, houses heater and seremn
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ZEN for the first time in Avstralis
ar Sydney’s Reval Easter Show,
the Austio AS0 Westminster
s3ioen is 3 handsome big brother

to the pogular AJ0 Cambridge,

it is bigger all romd than the
AS0—six cylinders inst=ad of foar,
31 oches longer ovessll, 2% inches
higher, 6 cwi. beavier, and adout 4t
inches longer in the wheslbase.

The engine is the @r’s pewsiest
feature, deing the firm: sedium.
priced Austin Six simee 1938, (es
coming wai hrst rumeeed more than
a vear ago. ;

Although a6t quite in rthe fuxury
class, the fuve/six-seater A0 offmrs
manr refnemencs chat should make
It auwractive 1 both the family man
and the bucinesy user, [ doign s
very similar w that of the A50 bus
the tgger Wesemingter Aag a longer,
siesker |cok.

The car is kesrly priced at L1317,
mclucing  tax, and  thould find
pleats of buvers when it reaches the
Australian market But the dissri.
butors cannce sav whes it will be
availzole here, because of recently
impoted EMpore restrictions.

The caly Westminser now iy the
EIEALY  was Droughs cut  for ex-
hibitien caly, and is nec i
crently runsan for road-iesi

Engine. Transmission

The eneine is the same 3¢ thas of
the new Wolseley 6,90 3nd iy fully
descrited on page <2, in the review
of that ear, Bur the A% has onlv

52

: '._ll SSvagier pod .‘l‘.;
v i
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one eardurettor—a Zenith—and de.
velops 85 ba.p. a1 4000 rpm., 10
':.;3. less than the Wolssley with jts
Win carburcizors.

The {ourapeed gearbox has 3
orm of baulk ™y synchsomesh
Inown 25 inertis ock, which pre.
TERT gear engagement  until syo-
fronzation has been achieved.

The hydraulieally eperated cluich
it Borg and Beck Siagie drveplate, of
Sin. diameter. Hypoid bevel drive
tekca she powsr 1 the tear end
tarough 3 gearing of 39| 1o L.

The Undercar

Fromt wspension i iadependent,
B¢ coil springs contralled by double.
asting hedraulic shodk absorbern, Al
ter, losy semiweilipiic ‘reverse.cam.
ber springs, urdersivag and meunted
o= Tudber bushes, are 2lso cantrslled
By double-acting hyeraulic shockers,
imerconnected v & 1eabilicer bar.

The slowed pressedsies]  dise
wheels take 620 ¢ 15in cashdon
trres.  Four-whes) Girling hydraulie
brikes are Arted, with rwe ieading
shoes in froac. The handbrake nere
mechanically, A0 rear wheels ealy,
and s eperated by 3 nunlerip con-
trel ac the sieering seluman.

Steering is  high-flicioncr ¢amm
tvpe, and the car has ; My ciecle
of 3fe. - "

Bedy, Interior

The ali-steel bodv {5 of snitary
tonstructing, wirk fulls seeemed shin.

il i

i 1 T
Miu';;{‘iﬂ”nm-mu' f

Front seat is of the spiit ench tvpe,
with both sides individually adjuse
acle.

Dash layoue it similze to that of
the ASQ, with all nSTrUMmenty grouped
in Front of driver. These include
specdo and ¢ip recorder, 1 “no
Aarge” warning light, and a heads
lamp beam indizator, plus juel ail
pressure and  uager temperature
gauges. There isa glovedax an the
Passsngar's sde and o full-nideh PP
¢el shell under the dash

The Rashing-light direction indi-
SAtOTS Are operated br a self-zancsk.
fng finger iever on che sieering
wluma, Twin torns are staadard
tGuipment,

ARMRESTS provided on oll the
seuis gioe exira comfort. Jolding

beck into squabs chen not needed.




AMesutiva in line. e Aysfic AlSS 4 ¢
Pleiaat eag feil cor fo drive. Sacides sre-
fwaing aravnd 32 %55 laoriag rapily.

I
AUSTIN'S A/95
HAS RACING PROMISE

Cpersiars comporisest A rect eed fwndicnal, Naote dished viee! and tredmoelor ore beicw 1perco diel,

5 SPORTS CAR WORLD, Jasvas. 15350
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Showiny possibilities as ¢ contestant in seden car racing,
Auwstin’s medium sized vehicle has lows of potential,

._\.PAP.'! from che Healey, Aus-
=% fias have never made a car
whick fits comfortably imo the
classiteation of “fas: tourirg with
possidly detter zhings ™0 come”,
The A/MS haowever, breaks with
traditon and is definitely a high
periormince car refigclirg the
generally high standard which
can aow be Ilgund in modestly
priced, mass profuction machines.

But more important, it ars
o be a car with greoar passiilities
for 3edan car racing. Several are
racing In Epgland, and there are
repor:s ol consierable success
The motor, the BM.C. Caype,
ts virtually 2 single carhurettor
version ¢f the asley power plant.
;“'55""33 out 92 bh.p inswad of
)

Technically this unit Is interest.
ing because it has a 12 pore
cvlinder head, snd no doul: some
clever enthusiast cotud quickly
Gevise a method of applving triple

carpurstiors and & SIX branch
axnause system.

Those who play &l imxsmz
games declare that 140 bhop

would be gulckly obtainable, while
150 9.h.9. should present po great
difficulues Naturally, this satt of
oulpul in a car weighing sbout
25 humdndwelight puts 1t n a
TACA Winnng position.

The geer ratios are reasopably
cloze, anc the box irself is pro.
vided with & poweriul syniaro
mesh whch permits very fast
caanges, In comrmon with most
s1@aring column gear change
leverg, e cone on 95 is best
described as fair, tather than
good. Maln caomplaint s that
it lacks seel,

Wiih 30 m.p.hh. available In first
cog, 20 ‘n second. and 75 in third
the geaarpax is obviously theze to
be used if maximum porforrance
i3 desired

The instruments, arranged In
two dials, are directly in fronmt of
the driver under & =mall cowi
which sfictively pravents reflec-
tlons on the cuxved windscreen,

Steering, 3v cam and roller, Is
Light ané accurate, and the dished
whesl requires slightly mere than
thres s Jock 10 lock,

Eagine compariment ar the Agitie it aectly lavd et whiie the pawer va?
lends (Hell o cosnderable bettiog ap oy the aoditico of erire corswreMon
end o0 erhaust sysfere.

By 1AN FRASER

Seating arrangements are good.
The fron: sssat 1s a divided beich
and each hzlf has & folding am-
rast in the canwa, bésides the ones
supplied on each door. Six pecple
can be accommodarad

On the rsad the 95 retutns a
gravfying performance when the
driver wishes to hasten along a
Little. The brakes are good ind
require only gentle pedal pressure
If pounded heavily, the drums will
overheat ard face, but recovery
18 guick, w™anks to the driled
dise wheelzs which Keep air gin
culating around the ddums

Fast cormirs can be taken with
full confidence, Although thire
is some urdersieer, It doec no:
reach the proportions found In
many meodem <cars.

Through ight bends, taken In
a low gear there seems to be
slight whee lifting at the rear,
with some excess wheel spin, dut
it 18 far from making the &ar
Ieel unstable.

Flat out he 55 will do a gen:
ine 932 m.ph., ard will accelente
o W mph in 314 secordds and
to 60 m.p.h, in 315.1 seconds,

SPCORTS CAR WORLD, Jenuvary, 1553 §7




The A.105 has plated
moaldiags which delp
o brighten o3 veli of
o0d lenger e w5 ap-
peavonce, Loy doos
hos an ogsning
Quane” »w

ITH the excepron of the larger and mors costly

Princess saloons 2od Umousioes, tie ALQS slocn

with Borg Warfiés sutamatic [Famgmision X e

meat lavishiy furmished model of the Ausiic mags. [t 3

a faster, de Juxe wersion of the 497 and, ipan from the

agromate TINSMIS0n, tae radio s the caly iten offcally
listed as an opuonal extra

Twin 5.U. carburemiees ace ftted 10 the Z.é-hire cagins,
and the standard transmussion i§ by 2 four-speed synchramesh
gear bex, 1 which 5 coupled 3 Borg Warpes overdrive. The
aoeeans thosmissson version was the subject of this gest

Since 2 Road Tex of the previous A.105 was prhlished
on 12 June 1956, there have besn Lmprovements in sppear-
arce and load-casTring capacity. Though engise power 15
gechanged, the car can cover gver 27 miles €O cac galloa of
pesol, it will resch 70 m.p.h. in just over 26sec and it has
3 maxirmum speed of 96 mup.h. In addidon, the total price,
in the UK. of the mods! 1ested is £1,319 12¢, uiich repre-
sents good. compentive value,

Tne A 10% is an exccilent family cas; it 15 suinble for the
business man who has to cover 3 big anmual mileage; anxd
th the ampic baggage space provided
is a fine long-dmstance iourer.
Before e actual Redd Tast, the car
had besn used by The Awocor in
covering the Tulip Rally. Provision of
2 car firred with auiomatic WRrsmission
for this amignment suscd e arew
corain mspvings 2t the gutset It was
reaized that Rally conditions calied for
long hours of arduous criviag, ang pre-
vipus cypencnce of 3 TAnsEEsion of
amilar Type raised some doudts a3 (o
how it would bebave on mountsin
roads. It is in e accelesate-slows
sceaterare condsuions of fas1, mountain
pass climbing that the “ brain * af an
JULOMALIc CANSMILHION May KMmEnmes
b= found wandng, and the abdicy to
select and hold 3 rato regacdiess of
acasleratar position would be welome.

in the event, on o ourmes of oves

An cxceifent reas view 2 obtoined through the

large Cavved winoow, A W, lebed by e

ipaition key, cavers e petral wnk fller,
Whits wa¥ tyrec are tionderd

Austin A.105

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION

2,000 miles, it was found dhat this happy cossbinados of
sar 1nd rransmitsion couid be drven at much mare than
everday sverage spesis up Lill and dows, and sall masa-
rain statoa wath fast rally cire fimed with band change,
syachromesh gear bexe:. Up hill, with cumerous bairpin
bencs 10 pegouats, it Was sometimes feund thar f guick
change 10 Low range retained the optimuse ragie for full
conrol in rapid corperics, and the chinge 2p 1o Drive
could be made s required

Although eagics bnking is not availible n the Drive
rangs, Low provides this in additien o the useful maxmum
of 45 mph, and if 2 gradient is severe enough for engiae
braking [0 be requircs, then 45 muph i probably as fss
a5 cas would wish to g0 down that pardcular hill  For
feisurely deiving over mountain passes, the qutomatic wans-
misden is eficant, azd calls for ibe minimum cffort an
the, part of criver and <af,

in Alpine country conrmuous gear changing with con-
venvoaal cuh pedal sad gear lever calls for comeiderabie
aravity on the part o the dover. The automatic rans-
iskon avoids tus, and it was thought tar the crew bene-




Twin S.U, M4 corbaremors are aeed oo the A/QF sngine; there 5 g
mechanical 2erol pump and AC ail Sath air deaner. The borery
ond fuses are sccessible.  Righ The eorly morsing swn oF ssutiern

Cermany snines on the Icswencrysiod A (05

Austin A.105. ..

On past of the roure spow and ic: wes
and it was found possible 0 mamtain concol
and reasonadly high spesds in tRese sondinons,  Mecharnie.
illy the auromans unit beraved withour anw wvicas, and @e
TINSmission i 8 whole was quies.

The rwin-carburertor engme cevelops 10 hhp more than
the single cacburentor versice ussd In the ASS5, which has ©ie
amms body sonmrucuon and dicenslons Accosding
the makers' f3ures, the avtomatis cansmussion A 105 weighs
I cwe more than the cur from which it is denived. bur the
ra powes i3 well able (0 wke care of dhis. The acselen-
uon figures qacted in the ditg t=bies are sxzellent, and the
Taxsrnen speed almost idis the A105 o the gron furirso
chss,  Although the auromsatic (05 aceesienates o 6) mph
less tamdly than the manual change ASS (The Adutocar
Rosd Tes, 25 January 1957), chereastar of staps sway vey
semarely.

The six-<y
smoeh, E

Under engine 15 an easy szarter, sod proved very
2 In severe Ireeving conditicns, Drtle use of
the choks w3s necessary, and the engine would pull withoat
tusfiniag when cold. Swrprsingly esough. having regard
0 the provision of two crrhurstiors and auCmane tram-
rmussion. it could b= made 10 prapel the mar in 3 yeary
sconoausal fuhion, Consumption tesrs cirmied our on in

o botrd.

» Loy
s S — 4

fasT masr road Wi Lsec

when pissibic coaditiane
least {aveuribee 20 so0mdmi=zl moearine. On rmoar o thicss

OCIas
ST

3231 WO etiupied and jome ILgTIg: Wi

{he desyra ould oe compiimanted on mung

tne car wik 3 senuble ©ze fuel @ak hoiging 14

Wiin the a3ditional advistes of 2 e filler ocifice
During previows Road Tosc of 23 Austin A.10S pub-

lished in | « (936, the brakas same in for somo criseism.

I3 was wondersc mow thoss of the new car weould behave,
cigecaally i view of cumcing Rally rsquirements and tae
SRL3 WOrs puc an e as 2 resull of the suiomans trans-

UL L 30 Ume 533 thers any sign of {ade or uasves.
WAS NETEISAT 0 Preds the pedal hard for full

7 per centl but check braking in waft
aly far averages precsuees The
» Jithousss the leved ix racher tucked av
nag wheel.

out of awn
Srake it =

oporton of the tora) weight of the car is o (e

« Sut this dos not 2396 715e 0 any rasd-acldin
An anti-reil bar fitted ©o0 the rear axls Asios
the car 1o corner withou: eeling over and withour 2 graat
aeak of 1¥1s squeal. sven wien the car s cnven harc,

bBerh frons ane SOMparumeniy 3 JO0d S e
e roud well wien drives fagtean imdication of
3 reassufing roserve af stahile- in
ordinary motoring.  Rough sus-
T3CEY 00 DOL Apparen: 1o @ Mirksd
cegres, though there was che feel
r2 of frmness o the suspersion

[ did not, however. give rize o

o
LIS

ISverse  Jritcam DY rear sean
passengers

The steering is li2he and has 2
good selfcenting acton.  Thers
3 very good directional siabiley 3t
mga speed and, 1t the other ¢nd
of the scale, the <ar can be man-
=uveed eaciiy when parlbing
anivess do aox like the rather hres.

Some

“A: luggoge focxer har ¥ lined, flat Door

N0 5 008 10 food.  7aols ore beusd on

welfl 20ove tne fusl tonie.  The id ¢

DUNEroalances v twe (ol apraars. The

Dore wheel 12 Caried ta 3 129y Desealn

e focker, ‘owered and roised by tarnimg
s forge, shited J0it nese




The 3ot cushises gre Cckly uphsigtered ood there ore ,r'o'q.r.g central armmasis.
HERaling peiich 5 (0 the HENE X the staering “olcren Newsing

diameter gresring wheel which has becoese a fegrure
of the marqus; alter 3 week of concentratas driving mn the
car, t2e tite 3ad nog proved = embazasames,

Refsrence vas made earlier in this report 1o the suitabiliny
of the car for long.distancs tausis & Iz has a fioc cruisiog
ypved rasxe, sid QUCs DO e hOWsYer Joag or hard 1o i
driven. In tiis respect the machine i becter off than as
deoiver; the réke of the froar seat backrests it too upright,
and oa 2 long joumey-the difver has the fesling of being
thrust wwards the-sicesing whasl, The large cover over
the gear box intrudes into the space swailable for the driver's
left foot, and ais left leg is foroed 0 adopr 2 = off centre *
pOsTion which cam bscomsz tiing after & time

The seac cishisas are well 1pholatered and there is ood
support for thighs. Ther: is 2n srmrest ca cach doce:
ing side does noc nierfere with mavemens
ral folding armrests on the separate sesw add to the
somiort of diivss and passenger, and give luaral suppar:
when the car is being cornered briskly,

The actual iriving position & good, in thas there is ampie
nsibldity throsgh the large, curved windscresn and the
ieremn pillars not e h sidewsys vision to any
m 1 degres ¢ " fiyag A" mour makes 3 good simving
POl fof thos drivers who prafer such 3n 3¢, inc the
10p of cach wivg can be sesn clearly b7 drivesy of varyicg
tieigh The trake pedal is well positicnsd and can be
opetated DY ather foat; the iccslerator had in annoying
habit of tappiag the driver’s foor 3t cerfain ecging specds.

Two largs cials contaln the main inszruments, which can
Je read withew: diSculty sxept for two arss in which
the driver's visioe i3 obitructed by the horn dng., Thete
are oan' four mawn switches n acditica o the fHght and
izoidor switek, and it i3 difficult 10 se= the peed for the
four small identification lights ca the Jower part of the
panel; they | found ro be ditracting it night  The maia
panel lighting, whick does not have rheosat cimmi g on-
wol, s bl :ncugh without ciusing glare, and the gear
posoe indicator also s illuminated. As » sifcty provie
%100, the op o the facia is covared with phsric-backed
spenge cubber: though ot i pot very thick it s the addi-
bonal advantae: of preventing refectsons in the windscresn,

Head lamps with good quality refectors ace firted on the
A105 2nd thos: who wish 0 d5 so mav drive fasz ar nighr
with ample illumination. There is good baarm fength and
width, and cncomung mafbc did not sppear 10 he roubled
when ihe dipped beam was m use. [t war difficulr to

Fresh zir s teken o thraugh the cperure in the boonet &p,  The swin

fog lomps ave port of the swandord egLipvnent

o Y
ST b

Scparate Iw/Khes ore pravaded fir the for lomps.  The directian

determine if the plated cowls cver the lamp cimg served
iny pracucal purpose Twin [tg amps—sandued 2quip-
MEn(==dre conuoled by mfividual swicches on the righe
of the facin panel.  Strangciy sncugh, on this otherwise fully
squipted car there is pa reversing light

The self-parking wipers cizan the scresn well, but they
tave 2 slow movemea: Dual ¥idions horns, mounted
behind the radaror grifle, projct an eSecyive warning.
Space for small irticles is providad by a cubby acle, he 1id
of whick when dosed cag be locked by 3 separite Kev, and
when dropped cown forms a useful small table, Beneath
the facia i3 2 full-width skelf of wnumomdabie dep

Other comfors for drver and passensers mclude a
iczeen wagher, elecoric ¢lock, sun vizoes and a very =Fsstive
icating and demusting vair, which clearad the tecem readily
N eold and wer conditions. TH: heater proved idequares
@ che severs winter weather encounterss on the Tulip
Rally. Later, darmg a best wave in Bagland, she sxira
iresh air conirol beqzath e faciy admicias 3 pleasant cool-
ng draught to e nteror. Ampls sir dow chrough he
sar could be had by opaning the quarier wsats in the rear




